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Labor Ray Marshall has called proposal 
vith severe and chrunic unemployment among youths "among the most import 
of the Administration's economic recovery package. 
In testimony during his first appearance before the Joint Economic Committee 
Congress since becoming Secretary of Labor, Marshall said: "The Administration's 


represent a first step along the road of what we can do to improve the 


the 16-to-24-year age group has been “neglig 
indicate there were more than 3.2 million jobseeker n this age group. 

He said the unemployment rate for teenagers is presently 18.7 percent Compared 
to 19.4 percent a year ago). 

For blacks and other minorities, it is 12.5 percent (compared with 13.2 percent 
a year ago). For minority youth, however, the rate is presently 36.1 percent 
(compared with 35.0 a year ago), Marshall said. 


For veterans, 20 to 24, the unemployment rate is 16.8 percent (compared with 


18.3 percent a year ago), Marshall told the committee 


‘The continuing waste of human and economic resources represented by these 


' 


figures requires immediate action," Marshal 

“The Nation's young workers represent our future. Their attitudes and work- 
force attachment are given shape and direction early in their working lives. Yet 
a substantial proportion of the young population continues to be plagued by persistent 


unemployment which may have long-term adverse consequences." 


(More) 
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Marshall pointed out the Administration in its package proposes 
riented programs under the Comprehensive Employment and 
by 154,000 training opportunities by the end of the 
of the present 22,000 Job Corps orenings. 
The Secretary stressed the need to concentrate on developing marketable job 
1 


, improve linkages with private industry, and seek a more active role for 


ector in developing 








MINORITIES, VETS AMONG 


TO_LEARN RAILROAD INDUSTRY J 
erans will be among the 1,164 unemployed and 
underemployed to learn railroad jobs under a contract with Southern Railway Company, 
Secretary of Labor Ray Marshall announced. 
Supported by $970,631 in Labor Department funds, the one-year contract covers 
13 southern and midwestern states. Persons entering the program will be recruited 
from those areas where jobs exist. 


Trairing and job i1] in such positions as locomotive electrician, diesel 


fitter, computer operator and progra: and data typist 

Those selected for mechanical crafts will be trained at Southern's new technical 
training center at McDonough, Ga., for subsequent assignment in their home areas. 
Those chosen for train-service jobs will be trained in the area to which they wil] 
be assigned. 

Of the 1,230 trained and placed under a previous one-year contract, 29.8 percent 
were minorities, 41.6 percent veterans, and 2.2 percent women. 

For further information, contact R.D. Hedberg, Southern Railway Company, 


920 15th St. i:.W., Washington, D.C. 20005, telephone 202-628-4460 (refer to contract 


#99-7-586-92-4). 


The Labor Department's representative assigned to the contract is Charles 
Easton, telephone 202-376-7240. 

The program, administered by the department's Employment and Training Admin- 
istration, is funded under Tit] I of the Comprehensive Employment and Training Act. 


( Mo re ) 








operates and where the contract 
ndiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, Ohio, South Carolina, Tennessee and ‘Yirginia. 
A table showing the estimated number of training slots follows: 
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ployment Insurance Advisory Council 
will meet with Secretary of Labor Ray M 11 in Washington, D.C., March 3 


U.les Je 


Mahlon Puryear, of the National League, New York, is one of the public 


counci! 
of discussion include the coverage of agricultural workers 
under unemployment insurance laws and consideration of forgiveness of federal loans 
to state unemployment insurance accounts. 
The public meeting, at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, begins at 9 a.m. 
Established in 1971, the advisory council includes five public members, 
employee members, and five representatives of employers who serve as advisors 


the secretary of labor on unemployment insurance matters. 
y ) 


Other agenda items at the meeting are the eligibility of pensioners for 


« 


unemployment insurance and employment-related legislation now being considered 


by Congress. 
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Labor force and unemployment by Staic and selected metropolitan areas 


{Numbers in thousands 
— 
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(Numbers im thousands) 
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Labor force end unemployment by State and selected metropolitan areas— Continued 
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Labor force and unemployment by State and selected metrcpolitan areas— Continued 
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2 eens see 
Includes interstate portion of Area located in adjacent State(s NOTE All data are prowsional. They are subject to revision as new benchmark information 
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEX--JANUARY 1977 


WASHINGTON -- The Wholesale Price Index for All Commodities rose 0.5 percent 
from December to January on a seasonally adjusted basis, the U.S. Labor Department's 
Bureau of Labor Statistics reported. This increase was about the same as in each 
of the last 4 months of 1976. 

In January, prices of industrial commodities moved up somewhat more than in 
December, while farm products increased less. Prices for processed foods and feeds 
moved down slightly after increasing in the previous 2 months. 

It is to be noted that the January WPI does not reflect the full price impact 
of the severe winter weather that has affected much of the nation over the past 
several weeks. Prices for most commodities were those in effect as of January 11. 

The index for industrial commodities increased 0.5 percent on a seasonally 


adjusted basis. This compares with increases of 0.7 and 0.3 percent in November 


and December, respectively. The fuels and power group declined 0.4 percent in 


January after a 1.2 percent decrease in December; this index had advanced rapidly 
in each of the previous 6 months. (Prices for most items in this group are lagged 
and refer to one or two months earlier than the index month. ) 

The textile products and apparel index moved up 0.7 percent following 5 months 
of smaller changes. The machinery group increased 0.9 percent, substantially more 
than in November and December, as price increases for construction and metalworking 
machinery accelerated. Prices for the paper, chemicals, household durables, and 
miscellaneous groups also rose more than in December. On the other hand, prices 
for lumber and wood products rose less in January than in December. 

The farm products index moved up 1.1 percent seasonally adjusted in January, 
after a 2.6 percent increase in December. Prices for hogs, green coffee, and live 
poultry continued to rise but much less than in December. Egg prices moved down, 


(More) 
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following a small rise in December, and raw cotton declined sharply for the second 


consecutive month. On the other hand, prices for fresh and dried vegetables turned 


up sharply after falling in November and December, and grain prices rose for the 
first time since June. 

The index for processed foods and feeds decreased 0.2 percent, after increasing 
0.5 and 1.8 percent in November and December, respectively. Prices for beef and 
veal moved down following 5 months of increases. Prices rose much less in January 
than in December for roasted coffee, and processed poultry prices also moved up more 
slowly. On the other hand, prices rose more than in December for manufactured 
animal feeds, sugar and confectionery, and fish. 

In January, the All Commodities Wholesale Price Index rose 0.5 percent before 
seasonal adjustment to 188.0 (1967=100). From January 1976 to January 1977, this 
index rose 4.9 percent. The industrial commodities index was up 6.3 percent over the 
year. Farm products rose 0.4 percent from January 1976 to January 1977, and processed 


foods and feeds edged down 0.1 percent. 
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building trades workers in cities of 
1 the fourtl 
reported. 
d for the same period last year and 
vances in the past 10 years. 
he 12 months ended January 3, 1977, the increase was 5.9 percent, lower than 
the 8.0 percent rise for the previous year ended in January. Excluding 1973 and early 
1974, when wage controls were in effect, the January 1976-1977 rise was the lowest 
annual wage-rate increase for any quarter of the year since mid-1968. 
Annual wace-rate percentage increases declined sharply from a quarterly peak of 
12.3 percent in early 1971 to 4.4 percent in late 1973, rose rapidly to double that rate 
by late 1974-early 1975, then declined steadily to 5.9 percent by fourth quarter 1976. 
Percentage increases in wages plus benefits followed the same path at somewhat higher 
levels--dropping to 7.1 percent by fourth quarter 1976. 
For workers in bargaining units with wage-rate adjustments going into effect in 
the fourth quarter of 1976, wage increases averaged 3.5 percent, compared with a 4.2 
percent increase reported one year earlier. 
Union wage rates in the building trades averaged $9.59 an hour on January 3, 1977. 


The addition of employer payments for health, welfare, pension, and vacation plans raised 


the average to $11.55, an increase of 0.8 percent in the fourth quarter of 1976 and 7.1 


percent over the year. In the fourth quarter of 1975, the corresponding figures were 
1.1 and 9.1 percent. 

The proportion of employer contributions to employee benefit funds has more than 
doubled since the Bureau first developed such data in 1965. At that time, such 


contributions equaled 7 percent of the wage-and-benefit fund package, compared with 


17 percent on January 3, 1977. 


(MORE \ 
c 








ith increases during the quarter also had one or more rate ad s durina the second 


and third quarters. Thu ne practi: nstruction of multi-step increases within 


a 12-month span, which was common prior to the wage control period for construction 


(March 29, 1971, to April 30, 1974), is still evident. 

















